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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the stylistic features of Sultan Al-Sabhan poetry, one of the most
prominent contemporary poetic voices in Saudi Arabia, by analyzing the mechanisms of poem
construction in his works. The research is based on the premise that Al-Sabhan stylistic
construction is not limited to aesthetic formation but also contributes to the production of meaning
and the intensification of intellectual and emotional vision. The study adopts a stylistic analytical
approach that examines the phonetic, syntactic, and semantic levels of his texts to reveal the
interrelation between form and poetic content. The study concludes that the phonetic structure in
Sultan Al-Subaihan’s poetry is not merely a rhythmic ornament, but rather an active element in
generating meaning, where external musicality harmonizes with internal rhythm. The syntactic
structure is characterized by deviation and liberation from conventional formulations, granting the
text an openness to multiple semantic possibilities.

Moreover, the semantic structure is founded upon an interconnected network of lexical fields—
time, alienation, and spirit—which reveal a profound intellectual vision. The dialectic of presence
and absence emerges as a central axis in his poems, wherein poetic expression is inseparable from
the fundamental questions of existence and knowledge.

Al-Sabhan’s poetic experience relies on symbolism and metaphor as primary tools for meaning
production, rendering his text open to multiple interpretations and actively engaging the reader in
the process of understanding. The overall analysis demonstrates that Sultan Al-Subaihan
successfully balances aesthetic form and philosophical depth, making his poetry a model of
contemporary Saudi verse that engages with major existential and intellectual questions. In light
of these findings, the researcher presents a set of valuable recommendations derived from the
study’s results.
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